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SUBJECT: BRITISH AMBASSADOR RECEIVES KIDNAP THREAT 

1 . THE BRITISH CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN PANAMA, MICHAEL JACKSON, 

HAS CONFIRMED PRESS REPORTS CIRCULATING HERE THAT THE BRITISH 
EMBASSY RECEIVED A TELEPHONE THREAT ON JULY TO KIDNAP AMBASSADOR 
ROBERT JOHN.#ACCORDING TO JACKSON, A MALE CALLER IDENTIFYING 
HIMSELF AS A MEMBER OF THE "GUATEMALAN NATIONALIST COMMAND" TOLD 
HIM THAT THE GROUP HAD VISITED THE EMBASSY RESIDENCE THE 

NIGHT OF JULY 7 WITH THE INTENTION OF KIDNAPPING AMBASSADOR 
JOHN, BUT SUBSEQUENTLY DECIDED TO MERELY ISSUE A WARNING. DURING 
THE VISIT, THE WALLS OF THE RESIDENCE WERE PAINTED WITH THE WORDS 
"AGGRESSOR" AND "VIVA A GUATEMALAN BELIZE". 

2. STORY BROKE IN THE LOCAL PRESS JULY 12 WITH A HEADLINE ARTICLE 
IN "LA REPUBLICA" THAT QUOTED A BRITISH EMBASSY SPOKESMAN AS 
LINKING THE THREAT TO THE HEIGHTENED TENSIONS ALONG THE BELIZE- 
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GUATEMALA FRONTIER. SPOKESMAN FELT THAT THE THREAT OF FURTHER 
ACTION BY THE "GUATEMALAN NATIONALIST COMMAND", IF INDEED 
SUCH A GROUP EXISTS, WOULD DIMINISH NOW THAT "POSITIVE TALKS ON 
BELIZE HAVE BEEN HELD IN WASHINGTON." A FRONT PAGE STORY IN 
THE "STAR AND HERALD" ON JULY 13 SUMMARIZED THE OFFICIAL 
STATEMENT ON THE INCIDENT ISSUED BY JACKSON. 
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3. GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "MATUTINO” TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE THREAT 
TO REPEAT ITS WARNINGS THAT THE GUATEMALAN CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS 
"MANO BLANCO" MIGHT CONDUCT A COORDINATED TERRORIST CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN, BELIZE, AND PANAMA BECAUSE OF THEIR 
SUPPORT FOR BELIZE'S INDEPENDENCE. IN A JULY 13 FRONT PAGE ITEM, 

PAPER POINTS OUT THAT ITS "BITACORA" COLUMN FOR JUNE 15 HAD 

URGED THE PANAMANAIN AUTHORITIES TO REDOUBLE THEIR VIGILIANCE IN 
GUARDING AGAINST GUATEMALAN TERRORIST ATTACKS ON OFFICIALS IN 
PANAMA. "CRITICA" EDITORIAL FOR JULY 14 DECLARES THAT PANAMA'S 
SUPPORT FOR BELIZE'S "RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION" WILL NOT BE 
DETERRED BY SUCH TERRORIST ACTS. 

4. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR JOHN DEPARTED PANAMA ON HOME LEAVE IN MAY 
AND IS EXPECTED TO RETURN SOMETIME IN SEPTEMBER. 

GONZALEZ 

NOTE BY OC/T: #SENTENCE AS RECEIVED. 
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